
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



592 



SCIENCE. 



NOTES ON THE MORTALITY AMONG FISHES 
OF THE GULF OF MEXICO. 

Prof. Spencer F. Baird, U. S. Commissioner of Fish 
and Fisheries, Washington, D, C. : 

Sir : Noticing in the Forest and Stream of 9th instan't 
some answers to queries as to the cause of mortality 
among fishes in the Gulf of Mexico, I make bold to pres- 
ent the result of my observations. 

After very heavy rains and overflowing of rivers, the 
inner bays on the Texas coast suffer a loss of from one- 
half to three-fourths of their stock of salt water fish, not 
including mullet, which live as well in fresh as salt water. 
In fact land-locked mullet in a fresh water pond or tank 
grow to a weight of nine or ten pounds. 

Last winter, alter a heavy rain and a freeze, all the salt 
water fish in the Laguna del Madre (a large sheet of 
water lying between Padre Island and the mainland) 
were found dead on the banks. 

We have two causes for the destruction of fish here, 
vis., too much fresh water and too cold weather. 

In the lagoon above spoken of, in a long drought, the 
water gets too salty for the fish, and they become covered 
with sores, and unless relieved by a rain they die from too 
much salt. 

I have never known any serious mortality among fish 
on the Gulf coast where there was a tree flow of water, 
except during violent, storms, when many fish both small 
and large were beached and killed. 
Very respectfully, 

S. H. JOHNSON. 
Corpus Christi, Texas, June 17, 1881. 



ANGLO-AMERICAN ARCTIC EXPEDITION. 

Commander Cheyne's paper, describing his proposed 
Arctic expedition in conjunction with Lieut. Schwatka, 
read before the N. Y. Academy of Sciences, on the 28th 
ultimo, will be printed in our next issue, with the regular 
proceedings of the Academy. We understand that Com- 
mander Cheyne is receiving a strong support from those 
interested in the subject, and that there is an early pros- 
pect of his plans taking a definite form. 

The English Arctic Council for the organization of this 
expedition, meet on the 13th instant, and are awaiting a 
cablegram, informing them of the prospects of success, 
for international co-operation. 



Advice to Astronomers.— In Sir William Herschel's 
work "On the Construction of the Heavens," the following 
line of conduct for astronomers is indicated : " in an in- 
vestigation of this delicate nature we ought to avoid two 
opposite extremes. If we indulge a fanciful imagination 
and build worlds of our own, we must not wonder at our 
going wide from the path of truth and nature. On the other 
hand, if we add observation to observation, without at- 
tempting to draw not only certain conclusions but also con- 
jectural views from them, we offend against the very end 
for which only observations ought to be made. I will en- 
deavor to keep a proper medium, but if I should deviate 
from that I could trust not to fall into the latter error. — 
See Haldol's and Hasting' s Synopsis. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT FOR NEW YORK CITY FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC. 3, 1881. 

Latitude 40 45' 58" N.; Longitude 73 57' 58" W.; height of instruments above the ground, 53 feet ; above the sea, 97 

feet ; by self-recording instruments. 
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Mean for the week 30.097 inches. 

Maximum for theweek at 9 p. m,, Nov. 28th 30.398 " 

Minimum " at 1 p. m., Dec. 1st 29.518 " 

Range .SSo '* 
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Distance traveled during the week. 
Maximum force - 



1,034 miles. 
18^ lbs. 



Total amount of water for the week _ 53 inch. 

Duration of rain 21 hours, 00 minutes. 



DANIEL DRAPER, Ph. D. 
Director Meteorological Observatory of the Department oi Public Parks, New York. 



